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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-720
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Newby
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: October 13, 2015
Type of Action: Appropriation; designation of oversight agency; reporting requirements; authorizing employee positions
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $266,210.07 in Jacksonville Journey contingency funding to an as-yet undesignated Jacksonville Public Library account to provide funding for the Library Enhancement Access Program (LEAP). It requests that the Mayor designate the Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee as the City’s oversight agency for the project and authorizes 4 full-time and 1 part-time position and 1,248 part-time hours in the library budget to operate the program. The Jacksonville Public Library is required to report monthly to the Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee and quarterly to the Finance Committee on the attendance at and effectiveness of LEAP programs. 
Background Information: LEAP is a project to provide literacy and education enhancement programs in Health Zone One (urban core), including story times for young children and their parents, pre-GED classes for young adults beyond high school age, and digital literacy technology classes for teens and young adults.  It is intended to help address the urban core’s literacy issues, improve academic performance and GED completion and thereby help to reduce crime. Programs will be conducted in 6 libraries in Health Zone 1 – Brentwood, Bradham-Brooks, Brown-Eastside, Dallas Graham and Westbrook branches and the Main Library, along with outreach activities in numerous parks, community centers and PAL facilities. The authorized positions include 1 E-Specialist, 2 literacy program specialists and 1 early childhood specialist, along with a half-time part-time position for a second E-Specialist.
Policy Impact Area: Education assistance and crime prevention
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $266,210.07 in Jacksonville Journey contingency funds.
Analyst: Clements
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